Writing Project 1: Cultural Literacy Narrative

“…literacy means joining a specific community through understanding the issues it considers important and developing the capacity to participate in conversations about those issues” (Anne Ruggles Gere, Writing Groups)

Description:
Following our reading and discussion of narratives on writing and reading processes and on the ways that literacies (like reading and writing) are shaped by various factors, for this project, you will write an autobiographical narrative essay (approximately 1000-1250 words) describing and analyzing the factors that have shaped your communicative practices. There are 2 directions you can take with this, but both options will ask you to combine narrative and analysis:

1) write a narrative that describes your development as a reader, writer, and/or communicator (spoken, visual, digital) and analyzes the influences of a key person, event, or factor (personal, academic, technological, social/cultural) on this development; or 

2) write a narrative that describes your membership in a community, subculture, or organization and analyzes how your language use and communication is shaped by the community, its purposes, and goals. In other words, think about how you learned the ‘unwritten rules’ of communicating (verbally, nonverbally, in writing) within a certain community, organization, or subculture (workplaces, sports, Greek organizations, religious organizations, special interest clubs, hobby groups, etc.) and how this helped carry out the group’s purposes and reinforce your role within the group.


Purposes of the Assignment: 
In keeping with the goals of English 101, this assignment will ask you to examine your language use, rhetorical communication, and writing/reading/digital communication processes as they are shaped in academic and nonacademic contexts and influenced by social and cultural factors. This assignment will allow you to examine yourself as both a reader and writer of texts in multiple contexts. This process will deepen your understanding of how you have been a member of, or influenced by, various communities and contexts. It will also begin developing our shared understanding of our writing experiences. The project will give you an awareness of the genre of the literacy narrative and the rhetorical skills associated with the genre.


Audience: 
In addition to myself (as your English 101 teacher) as audience, you should consider your peers and classmates as a secondary audience. They will have a shared context for reading about and discussing literacy experiences but will be interested in learning about specific, concrete experiences, events, and people that have shaped your own communicative practices or about specific communities that have shaped your language use and communication.


Tips for a Successful Literacy Narrative:

Focus
It would be impossible to reflect on all experiences that have had an influence on your reading/writing/communicative practices, so you should focus on the experiences that have affected you most deeply or on a key experience or related experiences that would be the most fruitful to analyze or that had some special significance (those that would allow you to make a particular point about writing, reading and other forms of interaction and communication, including digital communication). 

As you think about all of your memories and experiences of writing/reading, you look for an overall “So what?”—a main theme, a central “finding,” an overall conclusion that your consideration leads you to draw.  It might, for example, be one of the following:
An insight about why you read, write, and communicate as you do today based on past experience;
An argument about what works/what doesn’t work in literacy education on the basis of your experience;
A resolution to do something differently, or to keep doing something that’s been working;
A description of an ongoing conflict or tension you experience when you read and write;
The story of how you resolved such a conflict earlier in your literacy history;
A narrative of how nonacademic experiences have shaped your communicative abilities, etc. 

(Adapted from Wardle and Downs, Writing about Writing)
Organization
Organize your project thematically rather than give an account strictly based on a chronology. Look for the overarching point/theme that ties two or three prominent experiences together. Then develop each experience, through anecdote, telling stories to support your overarching point.
Rhetorical Strategies
Specific examples are always more effective than generalizations in a literacy narrative. If you are going to generalize, be sure you provide specific evidence and examples to support your generalization. Through careful selection of telling details, put readers in the scene so they can experience what you describe.
No 1000-word project can tell a person’s entire history (even in a specific area such as literacy). You will have to be selective and choose only the most memorable experiences. Make your words count.
You are encouraged to include other types of media in your literacy autobiography, such as photographs or visuals. 

Evaluation Criteria:
Rhetorical Purpose
Project shows a clear focus—answers the “so what” question for the reader
Project fulfills reader’s genre expectations for a literacy narrative
Content
Project supports points, drawing on specific experiences, and integrating specific details, concrete illustrations, anecdotes, or observations
Structure
Project parts follow a logical, thematic sequence that reinforces the overall point of the project
Paragraph breaks are logical and facilitate easy reading of the project
Language/Style
Project shows careful choice of language appropriate to its intended audience
Project is virtually free of sentence-level errors in Standardized Edited English, except where another language variety is deliberately chosen for purposes apparent to the reader

(assignment, details, and wording taken from Anne Beaufort, College Writing and Beyond, pages 191-194, with slight modifications)
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